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METROPOLITAN RAIL NETWORK — PUBLIC SAFETY 

Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.04 am]: Today I wish to inform the house of a 

new campaign to improve public awareness and safety on the Transperth rail network. People who trespass by 

either failing to use pedestrian crossings or ignoring the signals are a growing concern for the rail industry. In 

2011 the Public Transport Authority recorded 108 level crossing incidents on the urban rail system. This 

included 63 incidents at pedestrian gates of which 19 were classified as a near miss, which indicates the driver 

has applied the emergency break and sounded the horn. When we consider that trains can travel up to 

130 kilometres an hour, these people risk serious injury or death when they cross the tracks illegally. At this 

speed a train needs 600 metres to come to a complete stop.  

The PTA’s “Trains move faster than you” campaign is aimed specifically at improving safety at pedestrian 

crossings and minimising the trauma for rail staff who witness a serious accident or near miss on the tracks. 

People might not consider the impact of these horrific incidents on witnesses such as train drivers, transit officers 

and emergency services staff. Even a near miss can traumatise a train driver and other witnesses. The centrepiece 

of the campaign is a confronting advertisement that shows that death is the possible ultimate consequence for 

those who choose to take an unnecessary risk when crossing train tracks. Targeted at young people, this 

advertisement started screening in cinemas this week. The campaign also includes a Facebook page and 

educational resources for high schools. The PTA also released footage of several near misses at various 

metropolitan stations in 2011 as well as interviews with people about the impact of near-miss incidents. The 

“Trains move faster than you” campaign coincides with the establishment of a national rail safety foundation 

known as trackSAFE, which was also launched in Sydney this week. I encourage all members to have a look at 

the “Stay off the Tracks” Facebook page and spread the word about this campaign, particularly to young people 

in their electorates.  

 


